
U.S. task force operation 
conducted in Afghanistan
By Spec. JIM WAGNER
Army News Service

SANGIN, Afghanistan — A task force led by 3rd Battalion,
504th Parachute Infantry Regiment garnered information and
equipment related to an ambush that left two U.S. servicemembers
dead and one seriously injured. 

The mission of Operation Resolute Strike — conducted April
8-9 in the affluent southern Afghanistan city of Sangin by 82nd
Airborne Division paratroopers, Special Forces operators and
criminal investigation task force members — was two-fold: to
gain intelligence and the perpetrators of the March 29 ambush,
and to deny sanctuary and remove weapons and ammunition used
by anti-coalition forces. 

Lt. Col. Richard Clarke, task force 3-504th PIR commander,
said the operation was a success on both counts. 

“We’re gathering a significant amount of information about this
ambush that may help lead others to find the perpetrators/attack-
ers,” Clarke said after the first day of the operation. “What we’ve
done so far is recover a significant amount of small arms, mortar
rounds, mortar tubes and anti-tank mines. Most importantly, we
recovered bomb-making materials, to include some old C-4, and
explosive devices that could have been used against coalition
forces later.” 

At the end of the operation, a large cache of AK-47s, RPG
launchers and other small arms weapons were taken by U.S.
forces. Also, more than 240 pounds of ammunition used with mor-
tars, RPGs and small arms were seized and destroyed by 731st
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company members. 

See Strike on page 9
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Former labor pact
lasted two decades

By SKIP VAUGHN
Rocket editor
skip.vaughn@redstone.army.mil

Maj. Gen. Robert L. Moore command-
ed the then-Missile Command the last
time this happened.

A new contract has been signed
between the Aviation and Missile Com-
mand and AFGE Local 1858 to cover bar-
gaining unit members of the command. It
combines the two former contracts – pro-
fessional and non-professional – into one
contract. The previous Professional Con-
tract was dated July 1, 1983; and the old
Non-Professional Contract began June 19,
1981.

Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander
of AMCOM and Redstone Arsenal, and

See Contract on page 9

Out with old, in with new contract 

‘Resolute Strike’ uncovers evidence on ambush 

Photo by Skip Vaughn
ALL SMILES— Maj. Gen. Larry Dodgen, commander of AMCOM and Redstone,
joins Jim Brothers of AFGE Local 1858, seated on his right, in signing the new labor
agreement as members of the negotiating teams look on.
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INVESTIGATORS— Criminal Investigation Task Force mem-
bers escort an Afghan aboard a CH-47 “Chinook” April 9 for
questioning back at Kandahar during Operation Resolute
Strike.
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Hail and farewell
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What a way to start off a dreary
rainy morning. Picking up the
Rocket, which I appreciate very

much, and turning to page 15 and read-
ing the awards article. The article is very
well written, do a little myself, however,
the picture…. Well, I just wonder how
Geoff is looking on when it appears that
his eyes are closed or looking down at
the floor.  By the way, appears to be
bored out of his skull. And what is it

with that smile/grin on Jimmie’s face?
Come on folks, if we want to truly

present interesting articles, let’s at least
use pictures that compliment them.

There, that said, I wonder if the Rock-
et will print this. If they do, they are OK
in my book.

Robert Davenport
Retired Air Force

Daniel McMullen, vendor
“It won’t affect any of my
travel plans. I plan on going
to Florida, flying, and I
won’t change any summer
plans at all because of it.”

The Redstone Rocket is published weekly on
Wednesday. The publisher will receive editorial content
for publication in The Redstone Rocket through the
Public Affairs Office, Army Aviation and Missile Com-
mand, Bldg. 5300 Room 5144, Redstone Arsenal AL
35898.

The civilian enterprise printer of the Redstone Rock-
et is The Huntsville Times, located at 2317 S. Memori-
al Parkway, Huntsville AL 35801.

The deadline for display and commercial classified is
5 p.m. Friday before Wednesday publication.

R e d s t o n e  R o c k e tR e d s t o n e  R o c k e t
Editorial office 876-1500   Editorial fax 955-9138      Retail Advertising 532-4539    Classified Advertising 532-4300    Fax 532-4349

The Redstone Rocket is published in the
interest of the personnel at Redstone Arse-
nal, by The Huntsville Times a private firm
in no way connected with the Department
of the Army. Opinions expressed by writers
herein are their own and are not to be con-
sidered an expression by the Department of
the Army. The appearance of advertisements
in this publication, to include inserts and
supplements, does not constitute an
endorsement by the Department of the Army
of the products or services advertised within
this publication. 

The Redstone Rocket is distributed free of
cost to Army personnel at Redstone Arsenal, and

Research Park, Huntsville. Mailing rates off post
for The Rocket are $30 per year, tax included.
We do not guarantee timely delivery. "Third class
mail may receive deferred service. The Postal
Service does not guarantee the delivery of third
class mail within a specified time." (Article 630 of
the Domestic Mail Manual) We do not send sub-
scription renewal notices.

Everything advertised in this publication must
be made available for purchase, use or patron-
age without regard to race, color, creed, sex or
national origin of the purchaser, user or patron. A
confirmed violation or rejection of this policy of
equal opportunity by an advertiser will result in
refusal to print advertising from that source.

Rocket Staff
Public Affairs Officer:  Al Schwartz
Editor: Skip Vaughn
Reporters: Sandy Riebeling

Kelley Lane
Spec. Evan Morrow

Copy Editor: Scott Seeley
Advertising Sales: Aletha Pardue

Petie Sims

email: redstone-rocket@redstone.army.mil
Rocket articles are available online at the following:

http://www.redstone.army.mil/pub_affairs/

Will the Sudden Acute Respiratory Syndrome
outbreak affect your travel plans?
By KELLEY LANE
Staff writer
kelleyqa@bellsouth.net

Reader appreciates laugh

An open lane random survey

Anita Harrison, EELO office
“I wouldn’t go to Asia, but I
won’t be changing any of
my plans. I probably won’t
take any more precautions
than I would normally take.”

Sgt. David Weathers

“I hope they find a cure
for it. I would definitely
wear a face mask. Mat-
ter of fact, I have a guy
graduating today that’s
going back to Japan.
The first thing he asked
was where could he get
some face masks.”

Letters to the editor

Elise McWilliams,
EELO office
“I wouldn’t have
any problem
traveling. I
wouldn’t take
any extra precau-
tions or anything
like that.”

Sleep tugs at my eyelids
as I burrow deep under the covers-
but he found rest on a cold dirt floor

and was glad for the few hours.

My drive this morning to work was quiet
But his was full of noise
I went by my favorite place for lunch
but he ate hastily without a choice.

I sit in an air conditioned cubicle
with a few suspenses to type
but he is continuously watchful
of his surroundings all through the night.

He has left behind his family
his friends and his home
to fight for his country
and keep safe all we have known.

He is so young and courageous
it is a tough job he must do
this terrible thing called war
for the good old Red, White and Blue.

I am so very proud of them
and when war’s end has come
I ask the Lord from up above
bring the soldiers safely home.

Lucinda Edwards
Corporate Information Center

Ode to the soldier

By EVETTE BROOKS
For the Rocket

The American Eatery will open on the
first floor, D-wing of building 4488 by
early May, according to Kenny Barton,
general manager of Post Exchange. 

This eatery is somewhat different from
Anthony’s with a broad concept menu,
Barton said.

The eatery will offer both an eat-in and
walk-away breakfast and lunch menu.
Patrons will have the choice of selecting
breakfast foods such as sausage egg and
cheese biscuits, breakfast platters consist-

ing of sausage/bacon and scrambled eggs,
bagels and pastries to name a few.

Its lunch menu will include lunch plat-
ters, French dip, meatloaf, and pot roast,
though not all of these items will be
offered daily. Daily lunch specials will
also be available and the prices are com-
petitive and comparable to those of other
surrounding establishments, Barton said.

The eatery, with a maximum seating
capacity of 120, will be open from 6 a.m.
to 2 p.m.  Monday through Friday. All
active duty military, military dependents,
retirees, DoD civilian employees, and
contractors’ employees are welcome.     

American Eatery coming
soon to building 4488

The Directorate of Environmental
Management will hold the 33rd annual
Earth Day/Arbor Day Celebration, April
22 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Path to
Nature Educational Center near the Col.
Hudson Recreational Area. 

Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer and
other special guests will be present at 10
a.m. to welcome everyone and plant a tree
with some of the school children. 

There will be representatives from
regional agencies and local conservation
groups, and volunteers from North Alaba-
ma Wildlife Rehabilitators.

Need or want hardwood trees for your
yard? There will be a seedling giveaway
at 1:30 p.m. Attendees can also take a
wetland tour, and talk with a University of
Alabama anthropologist about early
Native American plant uses.

Interested in archaeology? Come meet
Jeff Thompson, one of the archeologists
who has been surveying Redstone Arse-
nal. Bring your points and artifacts for
identification. You can also see a flint
knapper at work.

For more information, call Gabrielle
Ehinger at 876-3977.

Earth Day celebration
on Path to Nature






































